
The Creative Mind 

Literacy map 
Reading 

1. Phonics 
2. Word reading and comprehension skills 

Rationale  
At Plaistow Hill we believe that Infant and Nursery School we believe that children need to be exposed to a language 
rich, innovative curriculum which allows children the opportunities to speak, listen, read and write for a range of 
purposes so using language to learn and communicate ideas, views and feelings. Our literacy curriculum enables 
children to express themselves creatively and imaginatively, as they become enthusiastic and critical readers of 
stories, poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. Children gain an understanding of how language 
works by looking at its patterns, structures and origins. Children use their knowledge, skills and understanding in 
speaking and writing across a range of different situations. We believe that through literacy children can begin to 
express themselves creatively, imaginatively and factually.  
  

 

 

 
 
Age Group Progression How do we deliver this at Plaistow Hill? 

 

EYFS 
NURSERY & 
RECEPTION 
 
 

Area of Knowledge: Reading 
Birth to three 
Enjoy songs and rhymes, tuning in and paying attention 
. • Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo. • Say 
some of the words in songs and rhymes.  
• Copy finger movements and other gestures. • Sing songs and say rhymes 
independently, for example, singing whilst playing. 
Enjoy sharing books with an adult.  
• Pay attention and responds to the pictures or the words.  
• Have favourite books and seeks them out, to share with an adult, with another 

Nursery 
 
In Nursery, children begin to explore Phase One 
Phonics and will learn to discriminate between 
environmental, instrumental and body sounds as well 
as beginning to develop and awareness of rhyme, 
alliteration and oral sound blending.  There are regular 
opportunities throughout the day when children share 
big books and other key texts. There are lots of texts 
available for the children to share within the nursery 



child, or to look at alone.  
• Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.  
• Ask questions about the book. Makes comments and shares their own ideas. 
 • Develop play around favourite stories using props. 
Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name, a bus or door number, or a 
familiar logo. 
 
(3-4 years) 

* Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have 
different purposes - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom - 
the names of the different parts of a book - page sequencing 
Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can: - spot and suggest rhymes - 
count or clap syllables in a word - recognise words with the same initial sound, such 
as money and mother 
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary. 
 
Reception 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them 
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known 
letter-sound correspondences. 
Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme. 
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound 
correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words. 
Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and 
their understanding and enjoyment. 
Early Learning Goals 
Comprehension 
 • Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories 
and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary. 
 • Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.  
Word Reading 
 • Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
 • Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words. 

setting. Children will take home a library book on a 
weekly basis to share at home. In the summer term 
before the children begin school 2 sounds a week are 
introduced to the children from Set 1 RWI sounds. 
During the summer term nursery children begin to take 
home a sound blending book to share at home. 
 
Reception 
When children begin in Reception, we begin to teach 
individual phonemes, starting with Phase Two. During 
daily phonics sessions we can teach children to 
discriminate between different phonemes as well as 
teaching them to segment and blend sounds in words 
to read them. 
The children are exposed to a daily literacy input and 
they share a big book as part of a shared reading 
session, In addition, children are heard to read by an 
adult on a weekly basis. The children take home a 
library book, individual sound blending book and a lilac 
or pink book to share at home.  
There are reading areas within each classroom base as 
well as a book voting station where children can vote 
for their favourite book which will then be shared at 
the end of the day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 1 Word reading 
Pupil’s will be taught to: 
*apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words  *respond 
speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 
40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes   

In Year 1 children will continue with their RWI 
lessons, but this will progress to a 50 minute session 
four times a week. In addition, this will be followed 
by a 50 minute Literacy session using elements of 



*read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have 
been taught   
*read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling 
and sound and where these occur in the word  r 
*read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and –est endings   
*read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs  *read 
words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that the 
apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)   
*read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words 

  
*re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 
 
Comprehension 
Pupils should be taught to:   
*develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently  
* being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences   
*becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular characteristics  recognising and joining in 
with predictable phrases  
* learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart  
discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known 

*understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and 
those they listen to by:  drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  checking that the text makes 
sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading   
*discussing the significance of the title and events   
*making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  *predicting what 
might happen on the basis of what has been read so far * participate in discussion 
about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say   
*explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.  
 

Talk for Writing This provides an opportunity to 
deepen the children’s understanding of a text and 
different genres before learning the necessary skills 
needed in order to write for a variety of different 
purposes and for different audiences. On a daily 
basis children in Year 1 will receive a 35 minute 
guided reading lesson where they will be exposed to 
a variety of different reading activities, including 
pre-reading, reading as part of a group, 
individual/paired reading as well as a variety of 
independent and guided reading tasks. The end of 
the school day will finish with a class story, which 
will either be a shorter story (picture book) or a 
section from a longer chapter text which the 
children are reading as a class text. Parent helpers 
regularly support the children during this reading 
carousel time. In the KS1 classrooms the classroom 
environment contains reading displays which display 
the current reading skill being learnt. These are 
taken from different characters which help the 
children to learn the skills of reading For example; 
Rex the retriever will develop children’s ability to 
find information from a text. Other reading skills 
include; Inference Iggy, Sequencing Suki, Vocabulary 
Victor and Prediction Pip. Displays contain a ‘Books 
which we have read as a class’ list. This is a list of 
texts and corresponding authors which the class 
have heard from the teacher. In the KS1 corridor 
role play areas, for example Starbooks and ‘Caught 
Reading’ displays and ‘The Reading Tree’ encourage 
the children to read a variety of texts. Reading is 
celebrated as part of the end of week celebration 
assembly with ‘Reader of the Week’ certificates 
being awarded as well as special achievement 
badges of bronze, silver and gold for frequent 
readers at home.  
 

YEAR 2 Word reading 
Pupils should be taught to:   
*continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent   
*read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes 

In Year 2 children will continue with their RWI 
lessons, as required. Some children will have 
completed their RWI journey and will move on to 
SPAG sessions to further develop their skills in this 



taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes   
*read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes 
as above   
*read words containing common suffixes   
*read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word   
*read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 
when they have been frequently encountered   
*read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding 
out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation   
*re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.  
 
Comprehension 
Pupils should be taught to:   
*develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by: 

  
*listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 
read independently   
*discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are 
related  becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales   
*being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways   
*recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  discussing 
and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary   
*discussing their favourite words and phrases   
*continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these 
and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear   
*understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and 
those that they listen to by: drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher   
*checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate 
reading   
*making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  answering and 
asking questions   
*predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  
*participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say   
*explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both 
those that they listen to and those that they read for themselves. 
 

area. Literacy sessions will continue to use elements 
of Talk for Writing and will be differentiated with 
children working in appropriately differentiated 
groups. Children will begin to make links between 
familiar texts which they have read and to be able to 
express opinions about their favourite texts giving 
reasons for their choices. On a daily basis children in 
Year 2 will receive a 35 minute guided reading 
lesson where they will be exposed to a variety of 
different reading activities, including pre-reading, 
reading as part of a group, individual/paired reading 
as well as a variety of independent and guided 
reading tasks. The end of the school day will finish 
with a class story, which will either be a shorter 
story (picture book) or a section from a longer 
chapter text which the children are reading as a 
class text. Parent helpers regularly support the 
children during the reading carousel time. In the KS1 
classrooms the classroom environment contains 
reading displays which display the current reading 
skill being learnt. These are taken from different 
characters which help the children to learn the skills 
of reading For example; Rex the retriever will 
develop children’s ability to find information from a 
text. Other reading skills include; Inference Iggy, 
Sequencing Suki, Vocabulary Victor and Prediction 
Pip. Displays contain a ‘Books which we have read as 
a class’ list. This is a list of texts and corresponding 
authors which the class have heard from the 
teacher. In the KS1 corridor role play areas, for 
example Starbooks and ‘Caught Reading’ displays 
and ‘The Reading Tree’ encourage the children to 
read a variety of texts. Reading is celebrated as part 
of the end of week celebration assembly with 
‘Reader of the Week’ certificates being awarded as 
well as special achievement badges of bronze, silver 
and gold for frequent readers at home.  
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading progression at Plaistow Hill 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 

Decoding Hear and say sounds in words in which 
they occur 
Link sounds to letters, naming and 
sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

Apply phonic knowledge to decode 
words 
Speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 
40+phonemes 
Read accurately by blending taught GPCs 
Read contractions and understanding 
use of apostrophe 
Read aloud phonically decodable texts. 

Secure phonic decoding until reading is 
fluent. 
Read accurately by blending, including 
alternative sounds for graphemes. 
Read multisyllabic words containing 
these graphemes. 
Read common suffixes 
Read exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences 
Read most words quickly and accurately 
without overt sounding and blending 

Range of Reading Enjoy an increasing range of books 
Know that information can be retrieved 
from books and computers 
Explore and experiment with sounds and 
texts 

Listening to and discussing a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 
Being encouraged to link what they read 
or hear read to their own experiences. 

Listening to, discussing and expressing 
views about a wide range of 
contemporary and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond that 
which they can read independently. 

Familiarity with texts Retell narratives in the correct 
sequence, drawing on language patterns 
of stories. 

Becoming very familiar with key stories, 
fairy stories and traditional tales, 
retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics. 
Recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases 

Becoming increasingly familiar with and 
retelling a wider range of stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales 
Recognising simple recurring literacy 
language on stores and poetry 

Poetry and Performance Show awareness of rhyme and Learning to appreciate rhymes and Continuing to build up a repertoire of 



alliteration 
Continue a rhyming string 
Have some favourite stories, rhymes, 
songs, poems or jingles 

poems, and to recite some by heart poems learnt by heart, appreciating 
these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the 
meaning clear. 

Word meanings Extend their vocabulary exploring the 
meanings and sounds of new words. 

Discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known. 

Discussing and clarifying the meanings  
of words, linking new meanings to 
known vocabulary 
Discussing their favourite words and 
phrases 

Understanding Understand the concept of a word 
Know information can be relayed in the 
form of print 
Show an understanding of the elements 
of stories, such as main character, 
sequence of events and openings, and 
how information can be found in non-
fiction texts to answer questions about 
where, who, why and how, 

Drawing on what they already know or 
on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 
Checking that the text makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading. 

Discussing the sequence of events in 
books and how items of information are 
related. 
Drawing on what they already know or 
on background information and 
vocabulary provided by the teacher 
Checking that the tense makes sense to 
them as they read and correcting 
inaccurate reading 

Inference Show an understanding of the elements 
of stories, such as main character, 
sequence of events and openings, and 
how information can be found in non-
fiction texts to answer questions about 
where, who, why and how, 

Discussing the significance of the title 
and events. 
Making inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done. 

Making inferences on the basis of what 
is being said and done 
Answering and asking questions 

Prediction Suggest how the story might end Predicting what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far 

Predicting what might happen on the 
basis of what has been read so far 

Non-Fiction Show an understanding of the elements 
of stories, such as main character, 
sequence of events and openings, and 
how information can be found in non-
fiction texts to answer questions about 
where, who, why and how, 

listening to and discussing a wide range 
of poems, stories and non-fiction at a 
level beyond that at which they can read 
independently  

Being introduced to non-fiction books 
that are structured in different ways. 
 

Discussing reading Listen to and join in with stories and 
poems, one-to one and also in small 
groups. 
Enjoy an increasing range of books 

Participate in discussion about what is 
read to them, taking turns and listening 
to what others say. 
Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is read to them. 

Participate in discussion about books, 
poems and other works that are read to 
them and those that they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to 
what others say. 
Explain and discuss their understanding 
of books, poems and other material, 
both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves. 

  



  



 

Year 1/2 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Topic The Lion King 

 

Just Keep Swimming 

 

Croc and Bird 

 

Heroes and Villains 

 

Our Ocean City 

 

Horrible Histories

 

Key 

Texts 

The Lion Inside - 

Rachel Bright 

Little Red and the 

Very Hungry Lion 

(traditional tales!) 

 

Dinosaurs and all that 

rubbish  

   

Dear Greenpeace 

 

 

Croc and Bird  

  

Explanation texts 

about life cycles and 

animals  

  

Mungo and the Picture 

Book Pirate 

 

The Night Pirates 

 

Peter Pan (Abridged 

and edited for young 

readers) 

Lighthouse keeper’s 

Lunch  

  

Sally and the limpet  

 

Stone Girl Bone Girl 

 

Mary Anning (Little 

People, Big Dreams) 

  

Daisy saves the Day – 

Shirley Hughes 

 

Alice in Wonderland 

– Lewis Carroll 

 

 

  

 

      

 


